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seeti playing about them; and after some tithe

she conducts them in triumph back to tile!

oceans at least such as have sufficient strength

for that purpose; the remainder continue ili

the fresh water until they die, or are caught ;

but their fla'our iie'ver equals that of such of

them as have uticlergone a seavdyagé.

The existence of the lamprey is of very

short duration :after castihg her egg, she.

becomes flabby and exhausted,. appears prea

maturely old, and two years ge'ierally put a

termination to her natural life.

" That the lamprey vas the natne ofa fish in

high esteem among the ancients, is.a circurn

stance pretty generally known; as well as tbt

thete is a species of the lathprey served up a.

one of the gteatest dainties tnöttg the môdeth

Rorxans: whether t1iifs be tli riiteha of

the ancients, is not easily to be asceDtained;

but that ur 'tamp-rev is fit, teed o argiffient

to prove. The lamprey of the Itt}ians agleë

%Tith the ancieit fish, iii being kept in oTIds,

and

* Gesner and Aidrovandus: think that the Latin word

lampetra comes from alabis, which, in Greek, signifies a

shoth, slippery body, that escapes from the hand, whence

pToeeds the word akbastruth, igiifying t1e most polished

inarlAe. Thér árë nine dierii species of this fish
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