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ré NATURAL HISTORY

for some time, been waiting near the brink of a
pool, in expectation of its prey; when.a buf-
falo was the first that offered. Having darted
upon the affrighted animal, it instantly began
- to wrap it round with its voluminous twistings ;.
and at every twist the bones of the buffalo were
heard to crack almost as loud as the report of -
a cannon. It was in vain that the poor animal
struggled and bellowed, 1ts enormous enemy was
entwined round 1t too closely to get free; till at
length all its bones being mashed to pieces, like
those of a malefactor on the wheel, and the whole
body reduced to ong uniform mass, the serpent
untwined its folds to swallow its prey at leisure.
'To prepare for this, and in order to make the
body slip down the throat more ghbly, it was
seen to lick the whole body over, and thus cover
it with its mucuns. It then began to swallow
it atthat end that offered least resistance ; while
its length of body was dilated to receive its prey,
and thus took in a morsel at once that was three
times its own thickness. We are also assured by
travellers, -that these animals are often found
with the body of a stag in their gullet, while
the horns, which they are unable to swallow,
h?ep stxckmg out at their mouths. >
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