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88  NATURAL HISTORY

wound. The venom contained in this bag
is a yellowish, thick, tasteless liquor, which
injected into the blood is death, but which may
be swallowed without any danger.

The fangs that give the wound are large in
proportion to the size of the animal that bears
them; crooked, yet sharp enough to inflict a
ready wound. They grow one on each side,
and sometimes two from two moveable benes
in the upper jaw, which, by sliding backward
or forward, have a power of erecting or de-
pressing the teeth at pleasure. In these bones
are also fixed many teeth, but no way veno-
mous, and only serving to take and hold the
animal’s prey. If a viper inflict a wound,
and the remedy be neglected, the symptoms are
not without danger. It first causes an acute
pain in the place affected, attended with a swel-
ling, first red, and afterwards livid, and which,
by degrees, spreads to the neighbouring parts.
Ta this succeed*great sicknes at the stomach,
bilious and convulsive vomitings, cold sweats,
‘pains about-the navel, and death itself. 'These
symptoms are much more violent, and succeed
each other more rapidly after the bite of
a rattle-snake ; but when the person is bitten by

the cobra di capello he dies m an hour, his
. whole
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