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told by some, that it remains torpid and inuc-
tive, without even attempting to escape.

The very instant the wound is inflicted,
though small in itself, it appears more painful
than the sting of a bee. This pain, which 1s
so suddenly felt, far from abating, grows every
molnent more excruciating and dangerous ; the:
limb swells; the venom reaches the head,
which is soon of a monpstrous size; the eyes
are red and fiery; the heart beats quick, with
frequent interruptions: the pain becomes in-
supportable, and some expire under it in five
or six hours ; but others, who are of stronger
constitutions, survive the agony for a few hours
longer ornly to sink under a general mortifi~
cation which ensues, and corrupts the whole:
body.

It is related by Goldsmith, that, © As a gen-
“ tleman i Virginia was walking in the fields
“ for his amusement, he 'acciden-tally trod upon
“ a rattle-snake that had been lurking in a
“ stony place, which, enraged by the pressure,
“ reared up, bit his hand, and shook its rat-
“ tles. The gentleman readily perceived that
“ he was in the most dreadful danger ; but un-
“ willing to die unrevenged, he killed the
“ snake, and carrying it home jn his hagd,
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