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generally
seen to reside. It often happens,how

ever, when the young spider begins spinuin,

that its web becomes too buoyant, and not only

the thread floats in the air, but even the little

spinster. In this manner we have often seen

the threads 'of spiders floating in :the air; and

what is still more surprising, the young spiders

themselves attached to their own web.

The web being thus completed, and fixed

in a proper place, its next care is to seize

and secLire ivhatever insect happens to be caught

in the toil. For this purpose, it remains for

weeks, and even months, upon the watch,

without catching a single fly; for the spider,

like most other insects, is surprisingly patient of

hunger. It sometimes happens that too strong

a fly strikes itself against the web, and thus,

instead of being caught, tears the net to pieces.

In general, however, the butterfly or the

hor-net,when they touch the web, fly off again,

and the spider seems little inclined to inter

rupt their, retreat. The large blue-bottle-fly,

the ichneumon-fly, and the common meat-fly,

seem to be its favourite game. When one of

these strike into the toils, the spider is instantly

seen alert and watchful at the mouth of its hole,

careful to obseis whether the fly be corn-
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