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176 NATURAL HIisTORrY

sactions, No. Lx. for the year 1770. p. 236, is 4

Yetter fromr Dominico Cirillo, M. D. professor of

natural history in the University of N aples, where-

m taking notice of Serao’s book, he says that hav-

ing had an opportunity of examining the effects of

this animal in the province of TFaranto, where

it is found in great abundance, he finds that the

surprising cure of the bite of the tarantula by

music has not the least truth in 1t, and that it iy
only an mvention of the people; who want to
get a little money by dancing when they say the
tarantism begins. He adds, ¢ I make no doubt
“ but sometimes the heat of the climate contri
“ butes very much to warm. their iimaginations;
“ and throw them into a delirium, which may
“ be in some measui€ cured by music’; but se-
“ veral experiments have been tried with the
“ tarantulas, and neither man nor animals after
¢ the bite have had any other complamt than a
“ very trifling inflammation upon the part, like
“ that produced by the bite of the scorpion,
“ which goes off by itself without any danger
“ at all. In Sicily; where the summer is still

“ warmer than in any patt of the kingdom of

“ Naples, the tarantula is never dangerous;

¢ and music is never eniployed: for the'clire of

“ the pretended tarantism.” Mr, Swinburn,
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