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fatal. The reservoir in which this poison 1s
kept, is in a small bladder near the tail, mto
~ which the venom is distilled by a peculiar ap-
paratus. If this bladdér be gently pressed, the
venom will be seen issuing out through the two
holes above-mentioned ; so that it appears, that
when the animal stings, the bladder 1s pressed,
and the venom issues through the two apertu: es.
into the wound. +
There are few animals more formldftble, or
more truly mischievous than the scorpion. As
it takes refuge in a small place, and is generally.
found sheltering in .houses, 1t must of course
frequently sting those among whom it re-
sides.” In some of the towns of Italy, and in
Frauce, in the province of Languedoc, 1t 1s
one of the greatest pests that torment man-
kind : ‘but its malignity in Europe is trifling,
when compared to what the natives of Africa
and the East are known to experience. Ib
Batavia, where they grow twelve inches long
there is no removing any piece of furniture,
without the utmost danger of being stung by
them. R -
Bosman assures us, that, along the Gold
Coast, they are often found larger than a lob-
ster ; and that their sting is inevitably ' fatal.
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