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200 NATURAL HISTORY

for he had often seen-one of the same kind of’
spiders overcome and kill a foad.

It 1s not fo others alone but also to their ovwn
speciés that this ferocity of femper is dangerous,
for they are: the most mveterate of enemies
to each other. Maupertuis put dbout a hundred
of them together in the same glass ; and they
scareely came into ¢éntact; when they began to-
exert all their rage 1 thutual destructron : there:
was¢ nothing to be seen but one universal car-
nage, and in a very few days there remained
only fourtéen, which had kllled and devoured
all the rest.

But their unnatural mahgmty 18 still more ap-
parent in their cruelty to their offspring. The.
same anthor enclosed a female scorpion, big
with young, in a glass vessel, and she was seen
to devour them as fast as they were excluded 3
there was but one that escaped the general
destruction, and -that by taking refuge on the
back of its parent; and this soon “after re-
venged the cause of its brethren, by killing the
old one in its turn. Such is. the ferocious na-
ture of this msect ; nay, it 1s asserted, that when
driven to an extremity it will even destroy itself.
Goldsmith says that he was informed by a person
who made the experiment m Amema, and oh
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