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248 NATURAL HISTORY

cularly fond of sugar.. They never drink, but
keep for months together at the back of the
chimney, where they cannot possibly have
any moisture. They never cease chirruping but
when affected by cold.

The great Scaliger was particularly delighted
with the chirruping of crickets, and kept seve-
ral of them for his amusement, enclosed n a
box, which he placed in a warm situation.
Others, on the contrary, think there is some-
thing ominous and melancholy in the sound, and
use every endeavour to banish this insect from
their houses. | |

Ledelius tells us of a woman who was very
much incommoded by crickets, and tried, but
in vain, every method of banishing them from
her house. She at last accidentally succeeded ;
for having one day invited several guests to her
house, where there was a wedding, in order to
increase the festivity of the entertainment, she
procured drums and trumpets to entertain them. .
The noise of these was so much greater than
what the little animals were used to, that they
1wstantly forsook their situation, and were never
heard n that mansion more.

But of all this kind, the Mole Cricket 1s the
most extraordinary. This animal is the largest
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