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a93 NATURAL HISTORY

considered as a most grateful perfame. When
the bees hegin to work with it, it 1s soft, but
it acqnires a firmer consistence every day; til}
at length it assumes a brown colour, and be-
comes much harder than wax. The bees carry
it on their hinder legs; and some thinkit is
met with on the birch, the willow, and pop-
far.

The swarm, when examined through a glass
hive, seem, from their hurry, to be all anarchy
and confusion: but the spectator soon finds every
animal diligently employed, and foilowing one
pursult, with a settled purpose. Their teeth are
the instruments by which they model and fashion
their various buildings, and give them suclh
symetry and perfection. They begmn at the
top of the hive; and several of them work
at a time, at the cells which have two faces:
If they are stinted with regard to time, they
give the new cells but half the depth which
they ought to have; leaving them imper-
fect, till they have sketched out the num-
ber of cells necessary for the present occasion.
The construction of their combs, costs them
a great deal of labour: they are made by insen-
sible additions ; and not cast at once into a mold.
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