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502 NATURAL HISTORY

fed, the worm, in less than six days time,
comes to its full growth, and no longef ac-
cepts the food oftered it. . When the bees per-
ceive that 1t has no further occasion for feeding,
they perform the last offices of tenderness, and
shut up the hittle animal n its ce]l; they wall up
the mouth of its apartment with wax : and there

they leave the worm to itself, having secured
it from every external Injury. ,

The worm 1s no sooner left enclosed, but,
from a state of inaction, it begins to labour,
extending and shortening its body ; and by this
means lining the wall of its apartment with a
silken tapestry, which it spins in the manner of
caterpillars, before they undergo their last trans-
formation. When their cell 1s thus prepared,
~ the animal is soon after transformed into an au-
relia; but differing from that of the common
caterpillar, as it exhibits not only the legs, but
the wings of the future bee, in its present state
of inactivity. 'Thus, in about twenty, or one
and twenty days after the egg was laid, the bee
1s completely formed, and fitted to undergo the
fatigues of its state, When all its parts have
acquired their proper strength and consistence
the young animal opens its prison, by piercing
with its teeth-the waxen door that confines
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