http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

392 NATURAL HISTORY

rental duties upon them, while among the
wasps the females alone are permitted to feed
their young, and to nurse their rising progeny.
For this purpose the female waits with -
great patience till the working wasps have
brought 1n their provisions, which she takes
from them, and cuts into pieces. -She then
goes with great composure from cell to cell, and
feeds every young one with her mouth. When
the young worms have come to a certain size,
they leave off eating, and begin to spin a very
fine silk, fixing the first end to the entrance of
the cell, then turning their heads, first on one
side, then on the other, they fix the thread to
different parts, and thus they make a sort of a
door which serves to close up the mouth of the
cell. After this they divest themselves of their
skins in the usual manner, and the aurelia
by degrees begins to emancipate 1tself from

its shell: by little and little it thrusts out

its legs and wings, and Insensibly acquires

the colour and shape of its parent.

The wasp thus formed, and prepared for de- |
predation, becomes a bold, troublesome, and
dangerous insect: there are no dangers which
1t will not encounter in pursuit of jts prey, and

nothm« seems to satiate its gluttony. Though-
- it
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