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OF BIRDS, F1sH, &c. 323

it can gather no honey of its own, no animal
is more fond of sweets. For this purpose, 1t will
pursue the bee and the humble-bee, destroy them
with its sting, and then plunder them of their ho-
ney-bag, with which it flies triumphantly laden
“to its nest to regale its young. = Wasps are always
fond of making their nest in the neighbourhood
of bees, merely to have an opportunity of rob-
bing their hives, and feasting on the spoil. Yet
the bees do not always patiently submit to
their tyranny, but fierce battles are sometimes
seen to ensue, in which the bees make up
by conduct and numbers what they want in
personal prowess. When there is no honey
to be had, they seek for the best and
sweetest fruits, and they are never mistaken in
their choice. From -the garden they fly to the
city, to the grocers shops, and butchers sham-
bles. They will sometimes carry off bits of
flesh half as big as themselves, with which they
fly to their nests for the nourishment of their
brood. Those who canuot drive them away,
lay for them a 15iece of ox’s iver, which bemng
without fibres, they prefer to other flesh; and
wherever they are found, all other flies are
scen to desert the place immediately. Such is
the dread with which these little animals in~
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