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5368 NATURAL HISTORY

calour, shining as glass, and covered with ex~
tremely fine hair.

From such a formatien, this animal seems
belder; and more active, for its size, than any
other of the insect tribe, and does not fear to attack
a creature above ten times its own magnitude.

- As toon as the winter is past,.in the first
“fpe day n Apnl, the ant hill, that before
seemed a desert, now swarms with rew life, and
myriads “of these msects are seen just awaked
from their annual lethargy, and preparing for
‘the pleasures and fatigues of the season. For the
first day they never offer to leave the hill; which
may be considered as their citadel, but run over
-eyery -part of 1t; as if to examine its present
situation, to observe what mjuries 1t has sus-
tained during the rigours of winter,- ihile they
< .slept, and to mednate and settle the labours of

the day ensuing. ; - w

At.the first display of their forces, none bt
- the wingless tribe appears, ‘while those furnish-
* td with wings: remain at the bottom. These
are the working:-ants, - that first appear, and that
© are alwdys destitute of wings; the males and
females that are furnished with four large
wings each, are more slow in. making their ap-
pearance ‘

Thus,
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