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OF~BIRDS, FISH, &c. 347

as they often live under the surface of the earth,
1a - holes which they-dig out by their owa n-
dustry, 'The cases prevent the various imju-
ries their wiags might sustam, by rubbing or.
crushing against the sides of  their abode.
These, though they do mot assist flicht, yet
keep the internal wings clean and even, and
produce a loud buezing noise, when the ammal

rises in the air, - ol
-If we examine the formation of all animals of
the beetle kind, we shall find, as in shell-fish,
that their bones are placed externally, and their.
nruscles within. These muscles are formed
vety much like those of quadrupeds, and are
entued with such surprising strength, that bulk
for bulk, they dre a thousand times stromger.
than those of a- man. 'This strength 13 of use
1w digging the animal’s subtérraneous abode,
where it 1 iost wsually hatched, and to
which it mest frequently returns, . even after
1t becomes a wingéd insect and capable of

flying. '
- Besides the- dlﬂfa‘et!ce which result:s from ﬂm
shape and colour of these animals, the size also
makes a considerable one; some bectles being
not larger than the liead of a pin, while others,
such as the elephent beetle, are as big as one's
| fist:
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