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‘of ‘winter they are taken within doors on the
leaves of the prickly pear plant, which supplies
them "during the cold weather. When the
sweather becomes milder, and these animals are
about to exclude their young, the natives make
them nests, like those of birds, but less, of tree-
moss, or soft hay, or the down of cocoa-nuts,
placing twelve in every nest. These they fix
on the thorns of the prickly pear-plant, and in
three or four days-time they bring forth their
young, which leave their nests in a few days,
and creep upon the branches of the plant, till
they find a proper place to rest in.

When the native Americans have gathered
the cochineal, they put them into holes in the
ground, where they kill them with boiling wa-
ter, and afterwards dry them in the sun, or in
an oven, or lay them upon hot plates. From
the various methods of drying them, arise the
different colours which they present when brought
to us. While they are living, they seem to
be sprinkled over with a white powder, which
they lose as soon as the boiling water is poured
upon them. Those that are dried upon hot
plates are the blackest. What we call the
cochineal, are only the females, for the males
are a sort of fly, S . 2
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