
OP BIRDS, rsu, &c. S7

have generally their arms double, often thrice

as long as their bodies. The arms, where the

animal is not disturbed, and the season not un

favourable, are thrown about in various direc

tions, iii order to seize and entangle its little

prey; sometimes three or four of the arms are

thus employed, while the rest are contracted

like the horns of a snail, within the animal's

body. It seems capable of giving what length

it pleases to these arms; it contracts and extends

them at pleasure, and stretches th¬ni only, in,

porportion to the remoteness of the object it

would, seize.

These animals have a progressive motion,

which is performed by that power which they

posessof lengthening and contracting themselves

at pleasure; they mount along the iiiargin of

the water, and cliinbup the side of aquatic plants.

They are often sen tQ cotiie to the surface of

the water, where they suspend themselves by

their lower end. As they advance but very

slowly, they employ a great deal of time in

every action, and bind themselves very strong.,

by to what ever body they chance to move upon
as they proceed; their adhesion is voluntary,
and is probably performed 'in the manner of a

cupping-glass applied to the body.
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