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prcp1ietic style, and predicts what will be its
St. t.e after the destruction of the human race.

The third comes from a writer (Woo..
iv Ann) certainly a better and more extensive

observer of nature than the two former, though
little less irregular and confused in his ideas;

lie explains the principal appearances of thc

globe, by an inunense abyss in the bowels of

the earth, which in his opinion is nothing

more than a thin crust that serves as a cover

ing to the fluid it encloses,

The whole of these hypoil"Ifiesk-s are raised

on unstable f:undatiois; have given no light

upon the subject, the ideas being unconnected,

the facts confused, and the v,hole confounded

'with a mixture of nature and fable ; and con

seq iienlly have been adopted only by those who

implicitly believe opinions without investi

galion, and who, incapable of distinguishing

probability, are more impressed with the won

ders of the marvellous than the relation of

truth.

What we shall say on this subject will (lOUbless

be less e xtraord h iary, and appear U ii import ant,

if put in comparison. With the grnd systems

lust mentioned ; but it should be remembered

that itis an historian's business to describe, not

invent
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