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invcn ; that no suppositions should he ad-

muted upon sUbjts that depend upim f;tcs

and observation ; that his imagi nail ion oughth

only to be exercised for the purpose of

com-biningobservations renderinrb facts more ge
neral, and forming one con:.ected whole, so

as to present to the mind a distinct arrange.

rucnt of clear LdenS and probable conjectures ;

I say probable, because we must not hope to

gIve exact demonstration on this subject, for

that, mathematics alone can do, while our

knowledge in physics and natural history do

ponds solely upon ex pcrience, and is confined

to reasoning upon md nd ions.

In the Ehstory of the Earlh, we shall there.

fore begin with those facts that have been

obtained Ironi the cx perience of time, together

withi what we have collected by oh own ob.

-ervat ions.

This immense globe exlnbts 1111)011 its sur-

face heigli ts, depths, pia n , seas, lakes, marsh

es, rivers cavcrn, gulphs, and volcnos ; aii'J

upon the th'st vi.. of lftC ()i)ji'CIS we cannot

discover in their dispot1iOn either order or

reglanty. 11' we peucirale into its internal

parts we shall there find mea ls, minerals,

1 ones, bitumens, sands, earths, waters, and

mat ers
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