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12 . BUFFON’s

. .that the prominent angles of one mountain are

always opposite tothe concave angles of the
neighbouring mountain, and are of equal di-
mensions, whether they areseparated by asmall
valley or an extensive plain. I have also ob-
served that opposite hills are nearly of the
same hcight, and that, in general, mountains
occupy the middle of continents, islands, and
promontories, which they divide by the great-
est lengths. .

In following the courses of the principal
rivers, I have likewise foundihat they are al-
most always perpendicular with the coasts of
the sea into which they empty themselves ;
and that in the greatest part of their courses
they procecd nearly in the direction of the
mountains whence they derive their source.

The sea shores are generally bounded with
rocks, marble, and other hard stones, orby earth
and sand ‘which has accumulated by the waters
from the sea, or been brought down by the ri-
vers; and I obscrve that opposite coasts, sepa-
rated only by an arm of thesea, are composed
of similar materials, and the beds of the earth
are exactly the same on either side. Volcanos
I find exist only in the highest mountains, that
many of them are entirely extinct; that some

are
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