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part; it appears also that the water remained
a considerable time on the surfaceof the earth,
since in many places there have been disco-
vered such prodigious banks of shells, that it
I1s impossible so great a multitude of animals
could exist at the same time: this fact seems
likewise to prove, that although the mate-
rials which compose the surface of the earth
were then in a state of softness, that render-
ed them ecasy to be disunited, moved and
transported by the waters, yet that these re-
movals were not made at once ; they must in-
decd have been successive, gradual, and by de-
grees, because these kind of sea-productions
are frequently met with more than a thousand
feet below the surface, and such a considerable:
thickness of earth and stone counld not have
accumulated but by the length of time. If
we were to suppose that at the Deluge all the
shell-fish were raised from the bottom of the
sea,and transported over all the earth ; besides.
the difficulty of establishing this supposition,‘
it is evident, that as we find shells incorpe-~
rated in marble and in the rocks of the highest
mountains, we mustlikewise suppose that all -
these marbles and rocks were formed at the
same time, and that too at the very instant of
the Deluge ; and besides, that previous to this
‘ great
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