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,on-the formation ofthe strata; no other cause

than the rnotioiis and sediments of water could

possibly produce so regular a position of it,

for the highest mountains are composed of

parallel strata as well as the lowest plains, and

therefore we cannot attribute the origin and

formation of mountains to the shocks ofearth

quakes, or the eruptions of volcanos. The

small eminences which are sometimes raised

by volcanos or convulsive motions of the earth

are not by any means composed of parallel

strata; they are a mere disordered heap of mat

ter thrown confusedly together; but the hori

zontal and parallel position of the strata must

necessarily proceed from the operations of a

constant cause and motion, always regulated

and directed in the same uniform manner.

From repeated observations, and these in

controvertible facts, we are convinced that the

dry part of the globe, wbich is now inhabited,

has remained for a long time under the waters

of the sea, and consequently this earth under

went the same fluctuations and changes which

the bottom of the ocean is at present actually

undergoing. To discover therefore what for

merly passed on the earth, let us examine what

now passes at the bottom of the sea, and from

thence
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