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NATURAL HISTORY. vl

shells, &c. from other climes, and there de-
positing of them. Agreeable to this idea the
greatest irreguiaritics must be found, and, in
fact, are found, near the equator. Besides, as
this motion of the tides is made by diurnal
altcrnation, and has been repeated, without in-
terruption, from the commencement of time,
is it not natural to imagine, thatcach {ime the
tide flows the water carries a small quantity
of maiter from one place to another, which
may fall to the boitom like a sediment, and
form those parallel and horizontal strata which
are. every  where fo be met with? for the
whole motion of the water in the flux and re-
flux Leing horizontal, the matters carried away
with them will -naturally follow the same di-
rection, and be deposited upon the same level.
But to this it may be said, that as the flux
and reflux of the waters are equal and regu-
larly succeed, the two motions would counter-
poise each other, and the matters brought by
the flux would be returned by the reliux, and
of course this cause of the formation of the
strata must be chimerical ; that the bottom of
the sea could not experience any material al-
* teration by two uniform moticns, wlerein the
effects of the one wounld be regulatly destroyed
) ' by



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


