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94 BUFFON'S

quantity of maticr be almost insensibly collects
ed together, and the strata of which will be
placed parallel to each other.

'This mass will continue to increase by new
sediments, and by gradually accumulating, in
the course of time become a mountain at the
bottom of the sea, exactly similar to those we
sec on dry land, both as to outward form and
internal composition. If therve happen to be
shells in this part of the sea where we have
supposed this deposit to be made, they will be
filled and covered with the sediment, and in-
corporated in the deposited matter, making a
part of the whole mass, and they will be found
in that situation which they teek in falling,
or in which they were seized ; those that lay
at the botlom previcusly to the formation of
ihe first stratum, will be found in the lowest,
and so according to the time of their being
deposited, the latest in the most elevated
parts.

So, likewise, when the bottom of the sea, ak
particular places, is troubled by the agitation
of the water, there will neecessarily ensue, in
the same manner, aremeval of earth, shells,
and other matters, from the troubled to other
parts; for we are assured by all divers, that at
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