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S BUFFON 'S

particles, compose ihose enormous masses of
rock and {flint from whence crystal and other
precious stones are extracled; these formed
with stony particles, mixcd with shells, form
those of lime-sione and marble, wherein we
daily meet with shellsiscorporated ; and cthers,
compounded of matter more shelly, united
with pure earth, compose all our beds of
marle wad chalk, All these substances are
placed in regular beds, and all contain hetero-
gencous matter ; iavine prodactions ara found
among them inabundance, and nearly accord-
ing o the relation of their specific weights ;
the iigniest shiclls tn ehalk, and the heaviest in
clay und lime-stone ; these shelis are invariably
filled with the matter in which they havebeen
inclosert, whether stones or earih ; an incontes-
tible pruof that they bave been transported
with the matter that fills and surrounds them,
and that this matter was at thattime in an im-
palpabic powder. Inshort,ail those substances
whose horizontal situations have beenestablish-
ed by the level of the waters of tlie sca, will
constantiy preserve their original position.
But it may be here objected, that most hills,
whose summits consist of solid rock, stone, or
marble, are formed upon small eminences of
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