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much lighter materials, such, for istance, as
clay, or strata of sand, which we commonly
find extended over the neighbouring plains,
upon which it may be asked, how, if the fore-
going theory be just, this seemingly contra-
diclory arrangement happens. To me this
phenomenon appears to be very easily and na-
turally explained. The watcr ot first acts upon
the upper stratum of coats, or bettom of the
sea, which commonly consists of clay or sand,
and having transported this, and deposited the
sediment, it of course composes small emi-
nences, which form a base for the more heavy
particles to rest upon. Having removed the
lichter substances, it operates upon tlic more
‘heavy, and by constant attrition reduces them
to an impalpable powder; which il cenveys to
the same spot, and where, being deposited,
thesestony particles, in the course of time, form
those solid rocks and quarries which we now
find upon the tops of hills and mountains, It
13 not unlikely that as thesc particles are much
heavier than sand or clay, that they were for-
merly a considerable depth under a strata of
that kind, and now owe their high situations
to having been last raised up and traunsported
by the motion of the water.
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