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constantly meet with river, but scarcely ever

sta shells, and the few that are found are brok

en and irregularly placed ; whereas in the an

cient strata there are no river shells ; the sea

h ells are in great quantities, well preserved,

and all placed in the same manner, having

been transported at the same time and by the

same cause. How are 'we to account for this

astnisliing regularity ? Instead of regular

strata why do we not meet with the matters that

compose the earth jumbled together, without

any kind of order? 'Why are not rocks, mar

l)lcs, clays, mans, &c. variously dispersed,

or joined by irregular or vertical strata ? Why

are not the heaviest bodies uniformly found

placed beneath the lightest? It is easy to

perceive that this uniformity of nature, this

organization of earth, this connection of dif

feren t materials, by parallel strata, without

respect to their respective gravity, could only

be produced by a cause as powerful and con

stant. as the motion of the sea, whether occa

sioned by the regular. winds, or by that of the

flux and reflux, &c.

These causes act with greater force under

the equator than in other c1irnacs, for there

the winds are more regular and the tides run
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