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may probably have been produced by a com-
bination of all those motions, which must be
capable of infinite variations, since the winds
and different positions of islands and coasts
change the regular course of the tides, and
compel them to flow in every possible direc-
tion : it is, therefore, not in the least astonish-
ing that we should see considerable eminences,
whose courses liave no determined direction.
But it is suflicient for our present purpose to
have demonstrated that mountains have not
been placed by chance; that they are not the
produce of carthquakes, or other accidental
causes, but that they are the cflects resulting
from the general order of nature, both as to
their organization, and the position of the ma-
terials of which they are composed.

But how has it happened that this carth
which we and our ancestors have inhabited
for ages, which, from time immemorial, has
been an immense continent, dry and removed
from the reach of the waters, should, if for-
metly the bottom of the ocean, be actually
larger than all the waters, and raised to such
a height as to be distinctly separated from
them? Having remained so long on the
earth, why bave the waters now abandoned

it ? What accident, what causc could produce
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