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so great a change? Is it possible {o conceive
one possessed of sufiicicnt power to operate

such an amazing cffect ?
T'hese questions are difficult to be vesolyved,
but as the facts are certain and incontrover-
tible, the exact manner in which they hap-
pened may remain unknown, withont preju-
dicing the couclusions that may be drawn
from them ; nevertheless, by a little reflection,
we shall find at least plausible reasons for
these changes. We daily observe the sca
gaining ground on some coasts and lo-ing it
on others; we know thatthe ocean has a con-
tinued regular motion from kast to West;
that it makes loud and violent cfiorts aguinst
the low lands and rocks which confine it ; that
there are whole provinces which human in-
dustry can hardly secure from the rage of the
sea: that there arc instances of islands rising
above, and others being sunk under the wa-
ters. Iistory speaks of much greater deluges
and inundations. Ought not this to incline
us to believe that the surface of the earth has
undcrgune grcnt revolutions, and that the sea
may have quitted the greaiest part of the
carth which it formerly covered ? Lt us for
example suppose that the old and new worlds
were farmerly but one coztinent, and that the
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