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46 BUFFON’S

ocean supplies the Red sea with all its walter,
and the motion of the tides is very evident in
it; of course it mnust be affected by every move-
ment of the occan. But the Meditcrranean
must be lower than the ocean, because the
current passes with great rapidity through the
straits ; besides it receives the Nile, which
flows parallel to the west coast of the Red
sea, and which divides Egypt, a very low
country; from all which it appears probable
that the Red sea is higher than the Mediter-
rancan, and that if the isthmus of Suez was
cut through there would be a great inundation,
and considerable augmentation of the Medi-
terranean would ensue ; at least if the waters
were not restrained by dykes and sluices placed
at proper distances, and which was most likely
the case if the ancient canal ef communication
cver had cxistence.

‘Without dwelling longer upon conjectures,
which, although well founded, may appear
hazardous and rash, we shall give some recent
and certain examples of the change of the sea
into land, and the land into sea. At Venice
the bottom of the Adriatic is daily rising, and
if great care bad not been taken to clean and’
empty the canals the whole would long since

have
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