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inclizie to one side, by which motion, '(he 13-r.

1)enjIcular cracks bci;;c pstdd.

I have not yet ineritoncd those large Ope:"

ings which are found in rocks and rnountaris,

and ivli ich f-must, have been pro] need by great

sinkings, us of immense caveris, inahi 1oner

to support I he weight they were encumbered

witIi, but these it:'ivais were very (luilerdnt

from perpendicular fissures ; they appear to

be vacancies o[)ened by the hand of Nature

for he comrnuiiication of' niti ions. In this

manner all vacancies in large mouitains and

divisions, by straits in the sea, seem to present

themselves; such as the siru its of'1ierrnopyLu,

the ports of Caucasus, the Cordeliers, the ex

tremity of thestraits of xi;)raltar, the entrance

of the lellespont, &c. these could not have

been occasioned by the simple separation by

drying of matter, but by misi(lerable part of

the lands themselves being sunk, swallowel

-up, or overturned.

These great sinkings, though produced by

accidental causes, hold a first place in the prill

cipal circumstances in the history ofthe earth,

and not a little contributed to change the fhce

of the globe ; the greatest part of them have

i)CCi1 pioIuced by sub terraneon s fires, whose
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