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merely that there are some which proceed only
from the explosion of volcanos.  In confirma-
tion of what Lias been advanced on this sub-
jeet, it is certain that voleanos are seldom met
with on plains; on the contrary they are con-
stantly found in the highest mountains, and
their mouthsatthe very summit ofthem. Ifthe
internal fives of the volcanos extended below
the platns, would not passages be opened ia
them during vielent cruptions? In the first
eruption would not these fires rather have
pierced {he plains, where, by compari-on, the
resistance must be tniinilely weaker, than force
their way through a mountain more than half
a leaguein height. _
The reason why voleanes appear alone in
mountains, is because much greater quantitics
of minerals, sulphur, and pyrites, are contain-
c¢d 1y mountains, and more exposed than ia
the plains; besides which those high places
are more subject to the impressions of airy and
receive greater quantities of rains and damps,
by which mincral substances ave capable of
being hicated and fermented into an absolute
state of inflammation.
In short, it has often been observed, that
alter violent eruptions, the mountains have
shruak
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