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exposed on all sides ; the waters which' fall on
their summits, after having penetrated into the
earth, cannot fail, from the declivity of the
ground, of finding issue in many places, and
breaking out in forms of springs and fountains ;
and consequently there will be little, if any
water, remain in the mountains. On the con-
trary, in plains, as the water which filters
through the carth can find no vent, it must col-
lect in sub!erraneous caverns, or be dispersed
and divided among sand and gravel. It is these
waters whicharesouniversally diffused throngh
low grounds.  The bottom of a pit or well is
nothing else but a kind of bason into.which the
waters that issue from the adjoining launds in-
sinuate themselves, at first falling drop by drop,
but afterwards, as the passages are opened, it
receives supplies from greater distances, and
then continually runs in little streams or rills ;
from which circumstance,although we can find
water in any part of a plain, yet-we can obtain
a supply but for a certain number of wells,
proportionate to the quantity of water dis-
persed, or rather to the extent of the higher
lands from whence they come.

In the greater part of plains it is unneces-
sary to dig below the level of the river to find

walter ;
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