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NATURAL HISTORY. 8

of the powers which produce it were not too
complicated. A single moment’s reflection
upon the solar system will fully demonstrate
the difficulties that have attended this subject ;
the principal planets are attracted by thesun,
and the sun by the planets ; the satellites are
also attracted by their principal planets, and
cach planet attracts all the rest, and is at-
tracted by them. All these actions and re-
acticns vary according to the quantities of
matter and the distances, and produce great
inequalities and irregularities. How is so great
a number of connections to be combined and
estimated? It appears almost impossible in
such a crowd of objects to follow any par-
ticular one ; nevertheless those difficulties haye
been surmounted, and calculation has confirm-
ed the suppositions of them ; each observation
is becomé a new demonstration, and the syste-
maltic order of the universe is laid open to the
eyes of all those who can distinguish truth
from error.

Only one thing is a soxt of check, and that
is, in fact, independent of thistheory : it is, the
force of impulsion. We evidently see that the
force of altraction always drawing the planets
towards the sun, they would fall in a perpen-
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