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different, move round the sun, and describe

areas proportioned to the time; the planets in

ellipses more or less approaching a circle, and

the comets in narrow ellipses of a great extent.

Comets and planets move, therefore, by virtue

ofthe force ofattraction and impulsion, which

continually acting at one time, obliges them to

describe these courses; but it must be remark

ed that comets pass over the solar system in

all directions, and that the inclinations oftheir

orbits are very different, insomuch that,

at-thoughsubject like the planets to the force of

attraction, they have nothing in common with

respect to their progressive or impulsive mo

tions, but appear in this respect independent of

each other: the planets, on the contrary, move

round the sun in the same direction, and almost

in the same plane, never exceeding 74 degrees

of inclination in their planes, the most distant

from their orbits. This conformity of position

and direction in the motion of the planets,

necessarily implies that their impulsive force

has been communicated to them by one and

the same cause.

May it not be imagined, with some degree

of probability, that a comet falling on the sur-

"hce of the sun, will have displaced this body,

and
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