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hood, \vhich is almost equivalent to a ccr .. 

tainty, being established; I seck to know \vhat 
Inoving bodies could produce this effect and I '· find nothing but con1ets capabie ·or co1nn1uni- . 
eating a motion to such vast bodies. 

By exa~iniog the course of come~s, we shall 

he easily persuaded, that it is nln1ost necessary 

it>r s·otne of thetn occasionally to fall into the 
sun. 1'ha.t of IGSO approached so ncar, that 
at its perihelion, it was not n1ore distant frorn 
the sun than a sixth part of its diameter, and 

if it returns, as there is every appearance it 
will, in the year 2255, it may then possiLly 

fall into the sun; that must depend ou the 

rcncounters it '\Yill n1eet with in its road, and 

on the rctardrnent it sufrers in passing thrqugh 

the atmosphere of the sun*. · 
We may, therefore, pres\tllle with the great 

Ne,,vton, tlu\t comets sometimes fall into tho 
sun ; but this fall 1nay be made in different 
directions. If they fall perpendicularly or in a 
direction not very oblique, they 'viii rema~n in 
the sun, and serve for food to the fire w Lich 
that luminary consumes, and the motion ~f 
impulsion which they wiU have co·1nmunicated 
to the sun, will produce no other effect than 
that of removing it more o~ less, according as 

the 
, Vide N~ton, 3d edit. pn~e .1'2$. 
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