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NATURAL HISTORY. St

{ity of heat which they have to support, Mer-
cury will be sevén times more dense than the
carth, and twenty-cight times denser than the
sun; and the comet of 1680 would be 28,000
times denser than the carth, or 112,000 times
denser than the sun ; and supposing itas large
as the earth, it would contain a quantity of
matter nearly equal to the ninth part of the
sun, or by giving it only the 100th part of the
size of the earth, its niass would still be equal
to the 900th part of the sun: Ilence it is easy
to conclude, that such a body, though it would
be but a small comet, might separate and drive
off froni the sun a 900th or a 650th part, par-
ticularly if we attend to the immense acquired
velocily with which comets move when they
pass in the vicinity of the sun.

Another analogy which merits some atten-
tion is the conformity between the density of
the matter of tlie planets, and that of the sun.
It is well kitown that beth on and near the
surface of the earth, there are some matters 14
or 15,000 times denser than others. The den-
sities of gold and air ate nearly in this relation.
But the internal parts of the earth and planets
are composed of a more uniform matter, wliose
comparative density varies much less; and the
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