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to the spot whence it had been discharged :
but, if instead of a musket-ball, we suppose a
rocket had been discharged, wherein the action
of the fire being durable, would greatly acce-
lerate the motion of impulsion ; this rocket,
or rather the cartouch which contained it,
would not return to the same place like the
muskct-ball, but would deseribe an orbit,
whose perigee would be much further distant
from carth, as the force of acceleratian would
be greater and have changed the first direction.
Thus, provided there had been any accele-
ration in the motion of impulsion communi.
cated to the torrent of matter by the fall of
the comet; it is probable that the planets
formed in this torrent, acquired the motion
which we know they have in the circles and -
cllipses of which the sun is the centre and
focus. .
The manner in which the great eruptions
of volcanos are made, may afford us an idea
of this acceleration of motion. It has been
remarked that when Vesuvius begins to roar
and eject the inflamed malter it contains, the
ﬁfst cloud has but a small degree of velocity ;.
b'ut which is soon accelerated by the impulse
of the second ; the second by the action of a
“ third,
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