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changed places, are frequently extinguished

and lost? This remark is somewhat confirmed

by what has been observed in comets; they

must burn to the centre when they pass to

their perihelium : nevertheless they do not

become luminous themselves, they only ex

hale burning vapours, of which they leave

a considerable part behind them in their

course.

I own, that in a medium where there is very

little or no resistance, fire may subsist and suf

fer a very great motion without being extin

guished: I also own, that what I have just

sid extends only to the stars which totally disal

appear and not to those which have periodical

i:eturns, and appear and disappear alternately

without changing place in the heavens. The

phenomena ofthese stars have been explained

in a very satisfactory manner by M. de Man..

pertuis, in his discourse on the figures of the

planets. But the stars which appear and after

wards disappear entirely, must certainly have

been extinguished, either by the velocity of

their motion, or some other cause. We have

not a single example of one luminous star re

volving round another; and among the num

ber of planets which compose our system, and

which
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