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04 BUFFON’s

which move round the sun with more or
less rapidity, there is not one luminous of it-
self.

It may also be added, that fire cannot sub-
sist so‘long in the small as in large masses, and
that the 'planets must have burnt for some
time afterthey were separated from the sun, but
were at length extinguished for want of com-
bustible matter, as probably will be the sun it-
self, and for the same reason ; but in alength
of time as far beyond that which extinguished
the planets, as it exceeds them in quantity of
matter. Be this as it may, the matter of which
the planets are formed being separated from
the sun, by the stroke of a comet, that appears
a sufficient reason for the extinction of their
fires. |

The earth and planets at the time of their
quilting the sun, werein a state of total liquid
fire; in this state they remained only as long
as the violence of the heat which had produced
it ; and which heat necessarily underwent a
gradual decay ; it was in this state of fluidity
that they took their circular forms, and that
their regular motions raised the parts of their
equators, and lowered their poles. This figure,

which agrees so perfectly with the laws of hy-
drostatics,
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