
NATURAL HISTORY. III

valleys, and raise it into mountains; and

pro-ducingother inequalities and irregularities, of

which , nevertheless, the greatest thickness does

not exceed one league at the equator; this in

equality of two leagues, is, perhaps, the great

est which can be on the snrfhceoffhe earth, for

the highest mountains are scarce above one

league in height, and there is much probability

ofthe sea's not being more at its greatest depth.
The theory is therefore true, and practice may
be so likewise ; the earth at first could not be

raised above 6 leagues more at the equator

than the poles, but the changes which have

happened to its surface might afterwards

raise it still more. Natural History won

derfully confirms this opinion, for we have

proved in the preceding discourse that the flux

and reflux, and other motions of the water,

have produced mountains and all the

inequali-tieson the surface of the globe, that this sur

face has undergone considerable changes, and

that at the greatest depths, as well as on the

greatest heights, bones, shells, and other wrecks

of animals, which inhabit the sea and earth,

are met with.

It may be conjectured, from what has been

said, that to find ancient earth, and matters

which have never been removed from the spot
in
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