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there is any difference, it can proceed onlydrom
the aequalities, which the water and other ex-
ternal causes have produced en its surface
but these inequalities being more wregular than
regular, we must not thence form any hype-
thesis, nor suppose, that the meridians are
ellipses, or any other regular curves. Irom
whence we perceive, that if we should succes-
sively measure many degrees of the earth in all
directions, we should still not'be certain by that
alone, of the exact situation of the poles, nor
whether they were . drsprf,ssed more or less than

the 230th part. ‘
May 1t not also be COllj—ﬁCtﬂmd that if the
mchination of the axis of the earth have changed,
it can only have been produced by thé ¢hanges
which have happened to the surface, sitice all the:
rest of the globe is homogeneous; that: eon-
sequently this variation is not sufficiently obvieus
to be perceived by astronomers, ‘and that if the!
carth is not emcountered with a coivet, of de-
ranged, by any other external causc, its axis Wlll
remain perpetually inclined as it i ht present
and as it has always been? i o v
And lastly; that we may not: mmt any sonfes~"
-ure which appears reasonable, may it ﬁotbe_saifi
that as the mounteins and: idequalitres whicki -are’
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