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body composed of heterogeneous m.ettets-, -tile

centre occupied by pherical, solid, 9nd hitsub

5tances, of about two thousand leagues in dia'

tter, round which a very great surface of a

thick fluid extended, mixed with n unshpen
and confused matter, like the chaos of the an-

cients rudis ç üsdige$aqMe moles.

This vast atmosphere contained but very,

few dry, solid., or terretrial particles, still les.

aqueous or aerial, but a great quantity of fluid;

)ensv and heavy matters, mixed, agitated and

jtuibled together in the greatest disorder mid

confusion. Such was the earth before the six

days, but on the first day of the creation, when

the eccentric orbit of the cornet had been

changed, every thing took its place, and bo-:

dies arranged themselves according. to the law

of gravity, the heavy fluid descended to. the

lowest places, and left the upper regions to -the,

tretril,aqueous and aerial parts ;.-these like

vjse. descended according to their order of gym..

vity; first the earth, then the cvater, and. last

of all the. air. . The :itnmee volume of chaos,

was-thus reduced to aglobe of a moikiate size,.

iii the centre of which is the solid body . that

still retains the heat Which the sun formerly.

communicated to it, %'hefl it belonged to --co..;
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