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120 RUPPON'SY

a body composed of heterogeneous mattets; the
centre occupied by spherical, solid, and hot sub-
stances, of about two thousand leagues in dia-
meter, reund which a very great surface of a
thick fluid extended, mixed with an unshapen
and confused matter, like the chaos of the un-
cients rudis & endigestaque moles.

This vast atmosphere contained but very
few dry, sohd, or terretrial particles, still less
aqueous or aerial, but a great quantity of flmd;
dense and heavy matters, mixed, agitated and
jumbled together in the greatest disorder and
confusion. Such was the earth before the six
davs, but on the first day of the creation, whew
the eccentric orbit of the comet had been
changed, every thing took its place, and bo.:
dies arranged themselves according to the law
of gravity, the heavy fluid -descended to the
lowest places, and left the upper regions to the.
terrestrial,.aqueons and aerial parts ; :those like-
wise descended according to their order of gra-.
vity ; first the earth, theu the water, and last
of all the air.. The iinmense volume of chaes’
was thus reduced to a globe of a moderate size, -
in the centre of which 1s the solid body that
ctill retains the heat which the sun formerly
commumcawd to it, when 1t belonged to a co«
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