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prising that the earth is sometimes found sur-
rounded with the vapour of this tail. This is
precisely what happencd at the time of the deluge ;
m two hours the tail of a comet will evacuate
a quantity of water equal to what is contained
m the whole ocean. In short, this tail was
what Moses calls the cataracts of Heaven,
“ and the cataracts of Heaven were opened.”
The terrestrial globe meeting with the tai] of
a comet, must, in gomg its course through
this vapour, appropriate to itself a part of the
matter which it contams; all which, coming
within the sphere of the earth’s attraction,
must fall on it, and fall in the form of rain,
since this tail 1s partly composed of aqueous
vapours. Thus rain may come down in such
abundance as to produce an universal deluge,
the waters of which might easily surmount the
tops of the highest mountains. However,
our author, cautious of not going directly
against the letter of holy wrnt, does not say
that this rain was the sole cause of the uni-
versal deluge, but takes the water from every
place he canfindit. The great abyss as we have
seen contains a considerable quantity. The earth
at the approach of the comet, would experience
the force of its attraction; and the waters
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