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ontained in the great abyss would be agitated

by so violent a kind of flux and reflux, Lit the

superficial crust would not resist, but spilL in

several places, and the internal \\ ates he dis

persed over the surface, " And the fountains of

the abyss were opened."

But what became of these waters, which the

tail of the cornet and great abyss furnished

so liberally ? Our author is not the least embar

rassed upon this subject. As soon as the earth,

continuing its course, removed from the cornet,

the effects of its attraction, the flux and reflux

in the great abyss ceased of course, and imme

diately the upper waters precipitated back with

violence by the same roads as they had been

forced upon the surface. The great abyss ab

sorbed all the superUuous waters, and was of a

sufficient capacity not only to receive its own

waters, but also all those which the tail of the

comet had left, because during its agitation,

and the rupture of its crust, it had enlarged

the space by driving out on all sides the earth

that surrounded it. It was at at this time also

the figure of the earth, which till then was

spherical, became elliptic. This effect was

occasioned by the centrifugal force caused by its

diurnal motion, and by the attraction of the

comet,
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