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jearned, among the rest by Mr. Keil, who has
geometricallv demonstrated the errors of
Burnet, in a treatise called “ Examination of
the Theory of the Earth.* Mr. Keil also re-
futed Whiston’s system ; but he treats the last
author very different from the first, and scems
even te be of his opinion in several cases, and
looks upon the tail of a comet to be a very
probable cause for the deluge. But, to return
to Burnet, his hook is elegantly written; he
knew how to paint noble images and magnifi-
cent scenes.  His plan is great, but the execu-
tion 1s deficient for want of proper inaterjals:
his reasoning is good, but his proofs are weak,
yet his confidence in his writings 1s so great,
that he frequently causes his readers to pass
over his errors.

"He begins by telling us, that before the
deluge the earth had a very different form from
that which it has at present; it was at first,
he says, a fluid mass, compounded of matters
of all kinds, and all forts of figures; the heaviest
descended towards the centre, and formed 2
hard and solid body; round this the waters
collected, and the air, and all the liquors liZhter
than water, surmounted them. Between the:
orb of air- and that of water, was an orb of

@OL.E. S ~oily



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


