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»f his theory, in which, by doing justice totle
author’s merit, and the exactness of Ihis ob-
servations, we shall put the reader in a state
of judging of ‘the insufficiency of his system,
and of the falsity of some of his remarks.
Mr. Woodward speaks of having discovered by
ocular demonstration, thatallmatters which com-
pose the earth of Great Biitain from the surface t
the deepest places wto which he has descended,
were disposea by beds of strata, and that in a great
numberof these there were shellsand other marine
productions; he afterwards adds, that by his cor-
respondents and friends he was assured, that
in other couutries the earth 1s composed of the
same matcrial_s and that shells are found. there,
not only in the plains but on the highest moun-
tains, m the deepest quarries and in an in-
© fimty of different piacés. He perceived these
strata to be horizontal, and disposed one over
the other, asmatters are which are transported
by the waters, and deposited in form of sedi-
“ment. These general remarks, which are
true, are followed by particular observations,
in which he demonstrates, that fossils found
incorporated in the strata are real shells and
marine productions, not minerals and singular
bodies, the sport of nature, &c.
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