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principle may produce false combinations and
erroneous conclusions.

All the matters, says our author, which
compose the earth, from the summits of the
highest mountains, to the greatest depths of
mines, are disposed by strata, according to their
specific weights; therefore he concludes that the
whole has been dissolved and precipitated at one
time. DBut mn what manner, and at what time
was 1t dissolved? In water, replies he, and
at the time of the deluge. But there is not a
sufficient quantity of water on the globe for
this to be effected, since there is more land
than water, and the bottom of the sea itself
1s earth. This he admits, but says, there is
more water than 1s requisite at the centre of
the earth, that it was only necessary for it to
ascend, and possess a power of dissolving every
substance but shells, afterwards to find the
means for this water to re-enter the abyss, and
to make all this agree with the history of the
deluge. This then is the system, of which
the author does not entertain the least doubt ;
for when it is opposed to him that water cannot
dissolve marble, stone, and metals, especially in
forty days, the duration of the deluge, he
answvers simply, that nevertheless it did happen
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