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stated, that the waters rose fifteen cubits above

the tops of the highest mountains. On the

other hand, it is not said that these waters-de

stroyed or dissolved these mountains; but, on

the contrary, that these mountains remained in

their places, and the ark rested on that which

the water first deserted. Besides how can it

be imagined that, during the short duration of

the deluge, the waters were able to dissolve the

mountains and the whole body of the earth?

Is it not an absurdity to suppose that in forty.

days all marble, rocks, stones, and minerals,

were dissolved by water? Is it not a manifest

contradiction to admit this total dissolution, and

at the same time maintain that shells, bones,

and marine productions were preserved entire,

and resisted that which had dissolved the most

solid substances? I shall not therefore hesitate

to say, that Woodward, with excellent facts

and observations, has formed but a poor and

inconsistent system.
Whiston, who came last, greatly enriched

the other two, and notwithstanding he gave a

vast scope to his imagination, has not fallen into

contradiction; he speaks of matters indeed not

very credible, but they are neither absolutely nor

evidently impossible. As we are ignorant f

the
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