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NATURAL HISTORY. 143

sitions which he deduces from the phenomena,
and which ought to serve for the basis of his
theory. He says, that the whole globe took
its form at one time, and not successively;
that its form and disposition prove that it has
been in a state of fluidity; that the present
state of the earth is very different from that in
which it was for many ages after its first for-
mation: that the matter of the globe was at
the beginning less dense than since it aliered its
appearance ; that the condensation of its solid
parts diminished by degrees with its velocity,
so that after having made a number of revolu-
tions on 1its axis, and round the sun, it found
itself on a sudden in a state of. dissolution,
which destroyed its first structure. This hap-
pened about the vernal equmox. That the
sea-shells introduced themselves into the dis-
solved matters; that after this dissolution the
carth took the form it now has, and that the
fire which direcdy 1ufused itself therein con-
sumes it by degrees, and that it will one day be
destroyed by a ternble explusiod, accompanied
with a general conflagation, which will aug-
ment the atmosphere of the globe, and diminish
its diameter, and that then the earth, instezd
of beds of sand or earth, will Lave only struta
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